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REMARKS 



Claims 1-19 are pending. Reconsideration and allowance of 
all pending claims are requested. 
Allowable Subject Mattery 

Applicants thank the Examiner for allowing claims 1-14 and 
identifying claim 19 as allowable if rewritten in independent 
form. Claim 19 is retained. 

^^u.g.C. § 101 Rej ections: 

Claims 15 and 16 stand rejected under 35 LI.S.C* § 101 as 
allegedly being directed to non- statutory subject matter. Claim 
15 has been amended to recite [a) computer program , residing on 
a tangible computer -readable medium. The specification on page 
17, lines 8-11 recite tangible computer-readable medium 
including a floppy disk, a hard disk, RAM, ROM, and firmware. 
The contention is thus obviated. 

3 5 U.S.C. § 102 Rejections: 

Claims 17-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) for 
allegedly being anticipated by US Patent No. 5,542,405 to 
Taniguchi et al . ( "Taniguchi" ) . 

Tanxguchi fails to teach or suggest parallel compare 
circuits configured to receive data and a predetermined 
sequence, and to produce a comparison result as recited in claim 
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17. The Office Action alleges that the intra -channel 
synchronization detection circuits 13-14 (FIG. 1) and 831-833 
(FIG. 0) in Taniguchi arc the parallel compare circuits as 
recited in claim 17. See, Office Action at. pg. 3, 11. 3-9. 
However, the teachings of Taniguchi do not support the 
allegation. For example, in contrast to claim 17, intra -channel 
synchronization detecting circuit 13 receives signal YA and no 
other data. Taniguchi at Col. 6, 11. 44-50 and FIG . 1, Nos. 13- 
14. Likewise, the intra-channel synchronization detecting 
circuit 14 receives signal YB and no other data. Id, 



"Serial digital video signals input from a 
serial data input terminal 11 are converted 
into 2-channel parallel signals, i.e., a 
signal YA and a signal YB in a serial - 
parallel converting circuit 12, The signals 
YA and YB are input into intra-channel 
synchronization detecting circuits 13 and 
14. " Taniguchi at Col. 6, 11. 44-50. 



In contrast, claim 17 recites parallel compare circuits 
configured to receive data and a predetermined sequence, and to 
produce a comparison result. Having received the signal data 
(YA or YB) only, the intra-channel synchronization circuits 13 
and 14 in Taniguchi do not have a predetermined sequence to 
compare the data with in order to produce a comparison result. 
In fact, the intra-channel synchronization detecting circuits 13 
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and 14 in Taniguchi are not compare circuits since the circuits 
13 and 14 do not perform any comparisons. Taniguchi discloses 
that the intra-channel synchronization detecting circuits 13 is 
used to "generate a synchronization detect signal YC of the 
Pb/Pr channel, a pseudosynchronizat ion detect:, signal YD of the* 
Pb/Pr channel, and an all-0 detect signal YE of the Pb/Pr 
channel." Taniguchi at Col. 6, 1. 65 - Col, 7, 1. 3. The 
circuit 14 is used to generate similar signals YF, YG, and YH 
for the Y channel. Id. at Col, 6, 11. 3-7. These signals YC-YH 
are generated by detecting the presence of certain bit patters. 
Jd. at Col. 6, 11. 53-61. Therefore, the intra-channel 
synchronization detecting circuits 13 and 14 are detecting 
circuits, which cannot reasonably be construed as the parallel 
compare circuits as recited in claim 17. 

Taniguchi also fails to disclose or suggest a state machine 
configured to receive the comparison result from the parallel 
compare circuits and to produce a frame alignment determination 
as recited in claim 17. The Office Action alleges that 
Taniguchi discloses features without identifying the structural 
features in Tanigtichi that corresponds to a state machine as 
recited in claim 17. See, Office Action at pg . 3, IX. 3-11, 
Further, since the intra-channel synchronization detecting 
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circuits 13 and 14 in Taniguchi do not perform any comparisons, 
there are no comparison results to be received. Therefore, 
there are no features in Taniguchi that can reasonably be 
construed as a state machine configured to receive the 
comparison result from the parallel compare circuits and to 
produce a frame alignment determination as recited in claim 17. 

For at least these reasons, claim 17 is patentable over 
Taniguchi. Claim 18 depends from claim 17, and thus is 
patentable over Taniguchi for at least the reasons set forth 
with respect to claim 17 above. In addition, claim 18 is 
patentable over Taniguchi for additional reasons. 

For example, Taniguchi fails to teach or suggest each of 
the parallel compare circuits is configured to produce a 
separate comparison result as recited in claim 18. As set forth 
with respect to claim 17 above, the intra-channel 
synchronization circuits 13 and 14 do not perform any 
comparisons, and thus each of the circuits 13 and 14 cannot 
reasonably be construed to produce a separate comparison result 
as recited in claim 17. 
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Cone 1 u sl on 



It is believed that all of the pending claims have been 
addressed in this paper. However, failure to address specific 
rejection, issue, or comment, does not signify agreement with or 
concession of that rejection, issue or comment. In addition, 
because the arguments made above are not intended to be 
exhaustive, thei~e may be reasons for patentability of any or all 
pending claims (or other claims) that have not been expressed. 
Finally, nothing in this paper should be construed as an intent 
to concede any i issue with regard to any claim, except as 
specifically stated in' this paper, and the amendment of any 
claim does not necessarily signify concession of unpatentability 
of the claim prior to its amendment. 

Claims 1-19 are in condition for allowance, and. a notice to 
that effect is respectfully solicited. Tf the Examiner has any 
questions regarding this response, the Examiner in invited to 
telephone the undersigned at (858) 678-5070. 
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No fees are believed to be due. Please apply any other 
charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050. 
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